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The British Business Bank’s goal is to make finance markets 
work better for smaller businesses, enabling them to 
prosper, grow and support the UK economy. It seeks to:

Increase the supply of finance available to smaller 
businesses where markets don’t  
work well

Create a more diverse and vibrant finance market 
for smaller businesses, with a greater choice of 
options and providers

Build confidence in the market by increasing 
smaller businesses’ understanding of the finance 
options available to them 

The British Business Bank works with private sector 
partners to deliver all of its programmes, allowing it to pull in 
significant amounts of private sector funding. 

It brings together the management of government lending 
and investment programmes into a single, commercially 
minded institution.

BRITISH BUSINESS BANK IN NUMBERS

£1.84bn
total stock of lending and investment for smaller 
businesses provided by British Business Bank 
programmes*

40,000+ 
smaller businesses benefitting from lending  
and investment supported by the  
British Business Bank* 

80+
finance partners working with the  
British Business Bank 

Over 75%
of British Business Bank funding is provided 
through partners outside the four largest bank 
lenders*

IMPACT IN THE MIDLANDS

3,043
businesses in the Midlands who are benefitting 
from lending and investment supported by the 
British Business Bank*

£347.6m
of lending and investment supported by the 
British Business Bank in the Midlands*

MIDLANDS:  
SME LANDSCAPE
The smaller business community in the Midlands is thriving: 
there are an estimated 742,560 companies operating in total. 1

The expanding smaller business population is playing a major 
role in the Midlands’ economic growth:

The number of businesses in the West Midlands 
grew by 9% in 2014 (House of Commons).2

There were 64,700 businesses launched in the 
Midlands in 2013 (British Business Bank).3

31% of businesses named access to public finance 
as a major benefit of locating in Birmingham (Tech 
City UK).4

The total value of loan and overdraft facilities 
approved for Midlands businesses increased by 
19% between Q1 2014 and Q1 2015 (BBA).5 

A variety of organisations and programmes exist to support 
smaller businesses in the Midlands and help them access 
finance to grow. They include:

•  Business Birmingham: Inward investment and 
business support organisation for the city, offering 
advice and support to entrepreneurs at all stages of 
development, including an SME Fast Track programme 
for growing companies. 
www.businessbirmingham.com

•  WMIP: The West Midlands Incubation Programme 
(WMIP) is a free business support and advice service, 
managed by Coventry University. Entrepreneurs looking 
to start or grow companies can be eligible for up to four 
days of free, one-to-one coaching. 
www.wmincubation.co.uk

•  BES: Business Enterprise Support, a social enterprise 
supporting people to start and sustain businesses. It 
offers access to free business coaching and workshops, 
and is a delivery partner for the Start Up Loans 
programme. 
www.enterprisesupport.org.uk

1 BIS - Business Population Estimates 2014
2 House of Commons Library, ‘Business Statistics’, May 28 2015:  

www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/sn06152.pdf
3 British Business Bank, ‘Smaller Business Finance Markets 2014’, December 

2014: http://british-business-bank.co.uk/performance/small-business-finance-
markets-2014/

4 Tech City UK, ‘Tech Nation Report’, February 5 2015:  
www.techcityuk.com/technation/

5 BBA, ‘Bank Support for SMEs - 1st Quarter 2015’, 28th May 2015: https://www.bba.
org.uk/news/statistics/sme-statistics/bank-support-for-smes-1st-quarter-2015/#.
VYAeLRNVhBc*At end March 2015

WANT TO EXPLORE 
YOUR FINANCE OPTIONS?
The British Business Bank has partnered with the 
ICAEW Corporate Finance Faculty, and 17 further 
professional and membership organisations, to 
produce The Business Finance Guide: a journey  
from start-up to growth.

Visit www.british-business-bank.co.uk/bfg 
to download a copy of the guide, which outlines the 
full range of options available for smaller businesses 
looking to raise finance and offers advice to help 
companies plan for growth. 

For insight into finance markets, read our Small 
Business Finance Markets 2014 report, available 
at : www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
performance/small-business-finance-
markets-2014/

CASE STUDY

INVESTMENT PROGRAMME 
SHIRE LEASING
Based in Tamworth, Shire Leasing is the UK’s largest 
independent funding house for equipment finance and 
asset leasing.

It supports over 11,000 SMEs across the UK to prepare 
for future growth, offering flexible funding solutions that 
allow businesses to obtain fixed assets and equipment 
they could not otherwise afford.

Shire enables smaller businesses to acquire a range 
of assets including telephone equipment, IT, catering 
equipment and software. It also helps farmers fund the 
purchase of livestock and small wind turbines.

In October 2014, the British Business Bank Investment 
Programme invested £40m in Shire Leasing, as part of 
an £80m fundraising which has doubled the company’s 
lending capability.

MD Mark Picken says: “Having the British 
Business Bank match our other investors... is a 
magnificent boost for us. 
 
“This extra investment allows us to extend 
our reach in the market and serve the UK SME 
businesses that will be the engine of this 
country’s growth.  
 
“Ours is an exciting and innovative product 
which will help thousands of small firms make 
investments and take advantage of the new 
growth in the economy.”



10.30  ARRIVAL

11.00 WELCOME 

 Ron Emerson, Chairman, British Business Bank 

11.05 KEYNOTE: VITAL INGREDIENT FOR GROWTH 

 Keith Morgan, CEO, British Business Bank 

11.15 PANEL: THE MIDLANDS ECONOMY - FUELLING NATIONAL GROWTH 

 Chair: Michael Hayman MBE, co-founder, Seven Hills and StartUp Britain 

 • Pat Hanlon, Board Member, Greater Birmingham & Solihull LEP 
 • Bennie Gray, Owner, The Custard Factory 
 • Ian Willetts, Project Manager – Outreach, Innovation Birmingham   

11.35 SPOTLIGHT: BIRMINGHAM’S BUSINESS ECOSYSTEM 

 Joel Blake, Co-founder, BizBritain Finance 

11.40 PANEL: THE FOUNDERS 

 Chair: Michael Hayman MBE 

 • Joel Blake, Co-founder, BizBritain Finance
 • Robert Milnes, CEO, Fertility Focus  

12.05 PANEL: THE FUNDERS 

 Chair: Michael Hayman MBE 

 • Gavin Petken, Regional Director, Business Growth Fund   
 • Helen Lumb, Director of Finance, Shire Leasing   
 • Paul Kalinauckas, founder member and CEO, Black Country Reinvestment Society  

12.25 CONCLUSION 

 Keith Morgan, CEO, British Business Bank
 Ron Emerson, Chairman, British Business Bank 

12.30 ENDS 
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